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How to Become a Chief Privacy
Officer (CPO): A Complete
Roadmap

The roadmap to the Chief Privacy Officer role: privacy law, program
leadership, the IAPP certifications, and the path to the C-suite.

A free career roadmap from GRC Careers - AGJ, the Al governance job board
Read the latest version, and browse live Chief Privacy Officer jobs, at ai-governance-jobs.com/guides/how-to-
become-a-chief-privacy-officer
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The Chief Privacy Officer (CPO) owns how an organization collects, uses, and protects personal data — accountable
to regulators and the board, and increasingly central as AI multiplies the privacy stakes.

WHAT THE CPO OWNS

o The enterprise privacy program and data-protection strategy

o Compliance with GDPR, CCPA, HIPAA, and global privacy law

Privacy-by-design across products, data, and Al systems

¢ Board and regulator reporting on privacy risk

THE BACKGROUND THAT GETS YOU THERE

CPOs usually rise through privacy or legal roles, combining deep privacy-law expertise with program leadership and
executive presence.

CERTIFICATIONS

The IAPP suite is the standard: CIPP (privacy law), CIPM (program management), and increasingly AIGP for AI's
privacy implications. Full credential details and salary data are in the GRC Certifications Guide.

THE PATH

1. Master privacy law — GDPR, CCPA, sector rules.

2. Run a privacy program — DPIAs, data mapping, requests.
3. Certify — CIPP + CIPM, then AIGP.

4. Lead — privacy-by-design, board reporting, Al privacy.

Step — Apply
Browse live Chief Privacy Officer roles on GRC Careers. Related titles: Chief Privacy Officer, VP Privacy, Data
Protection Officer (DPO), Head of Privacy.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What certifications does a Chief Privacy Officer need?

The IAPP credentials are the standard: CIPP for privacy law and CIPM for program management, with the AIGP
increasingly valuable as Al raises new privacy questions.

Where can | find Chief Privacy Officer jobs?

Browse live Chief Privacy Officer and DPO roles on GRC Careers (ai-governance-jobs.com).

This roadmap is a free resource from GRC Careers.
Read the latest version, and find live Chief Privacy Officer jobs, at ai-governance-jobs.com/guides/how-to-become-a-chief-
privacy-officer - A resource from GRC Careers
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